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Editorial

EHP Chinese Edition
Ten years ago, Environmental Health Perspectives (EHP) launched 
a Chinese edition of the journal to be published quarterly. EHP 
Chinese Edition consists of selected news articles taken from the 
English version of the journal and translated into Chinese, as 
well as editorials and commentaries. In 2004 EHP teamed up 
with the Shanghai Municipal Center for Disease Control and 
Prevention (SCDC) to distribute print issues of EHP Chinese 
Edition to some 30,000 subscribers in China, Taiwan, Hong 
Kong, and Singapore. We have been encouraged by the fact 
that interest in EHP Chinese Edition from students, researchers, 
and policy makers has grown significantly over the past several 
years. In response, a digital version of EHP Chinese Edition 

was launched in 2010 to make 
it available to more readers. A 
decision was also made to publish 
EHP Chinese Edition bimonthly 
starting in February of this year. In 
addition, a new Editorial Review 
Board was formed to help evaluate 

content in the journal and develop strategic goals and objectives 
for future growth. We are excited about the opportunity to 
strengthen our collaboration with the SCDC and provide EHP 
Chinese Edition on a more frequent basis to the Chinese-
speaking community.

especially as transcontinental and transoceanic transport of pollut-
ants come into play. Source-based assessments may help, but we 
need a better understanding of atmospheric transformation that 
may result in formation of PM with unclear health impacts. New 
epidemiological and toxicological tools or strategies are needed.

The 21st century presents a set of new and complex challenges to 
the air science community, requiring systems approaches and holistic 
solutions. It is clear that climate change is happening and that there 
is a significant anthropogenic contribution based on the consensus 
of 97% of climate scientists. Because air quality and climate are inex-
tricably linked, most sources emit contaminants that impact both 
the levels of traditional air pollutants and the set of climate “forcers” 
(carbon dioxide, methane, black carbon, and others) now of great 
concern. Furthermore, the inter relationship between climate and air 
quality is highly dynamic. On one hand, air quality is dramatically 
influenced by climate parameters; for example, higher temperature 
and altered constituents can increase ozone in some locales. On the 
other hand, climate-induced changes in the atmosphere, such as 
increased ozone, are climate forcers. Thus, with the changing land-
scape of energy options and their varied contributions to the mix 
of ambient air constituents, it is incumbent that the broad science 
community approaches the complex issue of air/climate in a holistic 
manner. Solving 21st-century air pollution and climate problems 
will require not only heightened awareness of this interplay but also 
an unprecedented level of coopera tion among everyone in the broad 
science community. Twenty-first century teams need expertise in fore-
cast modeling, adaptation, health and environmental risk assessment, 
control technologies, and of course the decision and social sciences in 
developing prevention or intervention strategies 

The author declares he has no actual or potential competing financial 
interests.

Dan Costa
Air, Climate and Energy 

Office of Research and Development 
Environmental Protection Agency

Research Triangle Park, North Carolina
E-mail: costa.dan@epa.gov

Dan Costa is the Interim National Program Director for Air, Climate 
and Energy research in the Office of Research and Development (ORD), 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency. He is responsible for the over-
all direction and management of ORD’s research in air pollution and 
climate change, and how choices among current and emerging energy 
options impact the air quality–climate domain. Costa received his BS in 
biology from Providence College, an MS in environmental sciences from 
Rutgers, an MS and a Sc.D. in physiology/toxicology from the Harvard 
School of Public Health. For 18 years, he served as chief of the Pulmonary 
Toxicology Branch of the National Health and Environmental Research 
Laboratory, where he led an active group investigating the health effects 
of particulate matter and other air pollutants. He is a diplomat and 
past president of the American Board of Toxicology (1994) and is past 
president of the Inhalation Specialty Section of the Society of Toxicology 
(1996).

RefeRences

Heintz J, Garrett-Peltier H, Zipperer B. 2011. New Jobs—Cleaner Air: Employment Effects 
Under Planned Changes to the EPA’s Air Pollution Rules. Available: http://www.peri.umass.
edu/236/hash/cf02bdc58d7e2a55b587c753e86c3881/publication/440/ [accessed 7 March 
2011]. 

Jones JM. 2010. In U.S., Many Environmental Issues at 20-Year-Low Concern. Available: http://
www.gallup.com/poll/126716/environmental-issues-year-low-concern.aspx [accessed 
7 March 2011]. 

Office of Management and Budget. 2007. Tables 1.1 and 1.2.. In: Draft 2007 Report to Congress 
on the Costs and Benefits of Federal Regulations. Washington, DC:Office of Management 
and Budget, 7–8. Available: http://www.whitehouse.gov/sites/default/files/omb/assets/omb/
inforeg/2007_cb/2007_draft_cb_report.pdf [accessed 7 March 2011]. 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency. 2011. The Benefits and Costs of the Clean Air Act from 
1990 to 2020: Final Report. Available: http://www.epa.gov/air/sect812/feb11/fullreport.pdf 
[accessed 7 March 2011]. 

Editor’s Note


